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Covered Bridge District 
Boy Scout Leader Roundtable 

May 10, 2007 
 
 

·  Opening and Welcome – 

·  First Time Attendees 

·  Service & Training awards and knots recognition 

·  Program –  summer camp preparations – homesickness, packing, etc. 

·  Key 3 Comments – DE, Rick Martinez rmartinez@atlantabsa.org; District Chair, Paul Gritz 
pwgritz@comcast.net; District Commissioner, Tom Adams tslick@bellsouth.net . 

·  Committee Updates – Training, Membership, Camping, Advancement, Finance 

·  AROUND THE ROUND TABLE –  

·  IQ’s – Information Quickies, formerly known as announcements 

·  Attendance recognition 

·  Closing – Roundtable Commissioner’s Minute 
 
 
30th ANNIVERSARY NESA DAY  – National Eagle Scout 
Association Merit Badge clinics – May 19, 2007 at Georgia 
Perimeter College on the Clarkston Campus.  Now 
recruiting staff and MB Counselors.  Bob Fitzgerald 770-
623-6768 
 
100 YEARS OF SCOUTING  8 AM – Sunrise August 1, 
2007 Scouts in every time zone of the world will celebrate 
the Centenary of Scouting.  Make your plans and mark 
your calendar.  Service projects, activities, and 
celebrations.  Patches and awards.  Stay tuned for details 
as they develop.  The AAC celebration will be at the Scout 
HQ building right here in the Covered Bridge District. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY MINUTE  –  NEVER walk past an 
unsafe condition or an unsafe action.  Fix the situation 
before someone gets hurt.  What if they are not from your 
unit?  Fix the situation anyway and then the unit leadership 
know about it. 
 

WOOD BADGE – Wood Badge is the premier leadership 
training for Adult Scout Leaders.  The Atlanta Area Council 
is offering three Wood Badge opportunities in 2007.  Go to 
the council website www.atlantabsa.org  click on 
programs/services, click on training, and click on Wood 
Badge for informational flyers and course dates.  Or 
contact me at rcscout@bellsouth.net  for additional 
information.  Every youth deserves a well trained leader.  
What are you waiting for?  Go sharpen your axe! 

 
ADVANCEMENT – Third Thursday of every month at the 
Troop 61 Lodge. Teresa Roby 
eaglemom618@bellsouth.net is the advancement 
committee chair person.  Eagle Project Approval at 7 PM 
(walk-ins welcomed), Eagle Boards of Review (by 
appointment ONLY) at 7:30 PM at the Troop 61 Scout Hut 
at the corner of Hurt and Hicks in Smyrna.  Please contact 
Mrs. Roby for all advancement questions and information.  

Every unit should be helping with Advancement Committee 
Meetings every month.  THANK YOU TERESA AND 
COMMITTEE. 
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 ��� The BSA Online Learning Center 
(http://olc.scouting.org) brings together an array of 
interactive courses. Relevant courses for troop leaders are 
Boy Scout Fast Start, Troop Committee Challenge, Youth 
Protection Training, Safe Swim Defense, and Safety Afloat. 
Soon to come (I hope) will be New Leader Essentials. 

When you visit the OLC, you can create an account to keep 
track of which courses you’ve started or completed. If you 
enter your membership number, you can get credit for the 
courses you’ve passed. 

Given how easy the OLC is to use, it makes sense to 
encourage every new parent to complete Boy Scout Fast 
Start and every troop leader to complete Youth Protection 
Training (including moms and dads who chaperone 
campouts). I can’t think of an easier way to ensure that the 
adults in your troop understand what Scouting is all about. 
– Mark Ray�

MERIT BADGE CLINICS  – Rodrigo Cano’s website  
www.meritbadge.info  has dozens of listings for Merit 
Badge clinics all over the country.  Take a vacation, see the 
USA and earn some merit badges.  Merit Badge Road 
trips!  Why not?   
 
WILDERNESS FIRST AID (WFA) Class Schedule 2006-
2007 – Dates for next season have not been set.  We 
anticipate a course in November, February, March, and 
April. 
 
VEHICLE LICENSE TAG  - Boy Scouts of America - 'In 
God We Trust'   
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You may request this tag at your county tag office during 
the established application period (01-01-2007 thru 12-31-
2008) with the $25 manufacturing fee per tag. Important: If 
the required number of ‘paid’ requests (1,000) is not 
received by the deadline (12-31-2008), these tags will not 
be manufactured & the manufacturing fees will be 
refunded. 
 
Of the $25 fees collected for the issuance & renewal of 
these tags, the fees shall be distributed as follows: $1 to 
the County Tag Agent; $2 to the Dept. of Revenue (design 
& manufacturer costs), $12 to the General Treasury & 
$10.00 to the Boy Scouts of America for the development 
of scouting programs. Initial Cost: $70 plus ad valorem tax 
Initial Cost if manufacturing fee prepaid: $45 plus ad 
valorem tax & original receipt 
 
Renewal Cost: $45 plus ad valorem  
�
FUTURE ROUNDTABLE PROGRAM TOPICS  – We need 
your input for future Roundtable Program Topics.  What do 
you want to hear and learn about?  Please send an email 
to Rich Hallberg, rcscout@bellsouth.net with your topic 
suggestions.  Don’t worry, just because you suggest a topic 
doesn’t mean you have to present it (unless of course, you 
want to.)  We will arrange for roundtable program 
presenters. 

 
SERVICE PROJECTS - The Atlanta Area Council Good 
Turn For America  Committee is planning several council 
wide service projects for the coming year. 
www.donate.net/bsa/goodturn The Scout Oath reminds us 
to do our Duty to God and Country and to help other people 
at all times. Troop wide service projects are great ways to 
live the Scout Oath  we recite at every Scout meeting and 
give meaning to the words . see  
http://www.goodturnforamerica.org/  
 
Log your service hours!   Looking for an easier way to log 
service hours?  Check out this link.  
http://www.goodturn.net/ 
 
THE COVERED BRIDGE DISTRICT WEBSITE – Check 
out the website frequently. http://www.cbdistrict.org/ New 
material is being added when it becomes available.  
Thanks to Gerad Simpson geradcs@bellsouth.net for 
keeping it up to date.  Send Gerad an email if you 
want/need something added or changed.  THANK YOU 
GERAD! 
 
DISTRICT COMMITTEE MEETING – Almost always the 
first Thursday of the month – 7:30 PM - Powder Springs 
United Methodist Church. Paul Gritz - 
pwgritz@comcast.net 

 
 
Boy Scout RT Program Schedule 
 
¨  May 10, 2007 – Summer Camp Headaches and how to avoid them.  
¨  June 14, 2007 We will be joining Foothills District for June 
¨  July 12, 2007 –  Foothills District will join us for July. – Program will be Ceremonies for Every Occasion (Note change of 

topic from previous announcement). 
¨  August 9, 2007 –  Annual Program Planning RT 
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Covered Bridge District Contact List 
Paul Gritz District Chair pwgritz@comcast.net 
Tom Adams District Commissioner tslick@bellsouth.net  
Rick Martinez District Executive rmartinez@atlantabsa.org 
Sharon Hallberg Membership mrsscout@bellsouth.net 
Rich Hallberg Program rcscout@bellsouth.net  
Willis Abernathy Finance wwaber@mindspring.com  
Don Haynie Camping dchaynie@yahoo.com 
Teresa Roby Advancement Eaglemom618@bellsouth.net  
Gerad Simpson Webmaster geradcs@bellsouth.net  
Paula Anglin Training akapaula@juno.com  
Vacant Health & Safety  
   
   
   
   
   
   
 

I make the most of all that comes and the least of all that goes.  
-- Sara Teasdale, poet (1883-1933) 

How much better it is to weep at joy than to joy at  weeping.  
-- William Shakespeare, British playwright, poet (1564-1616)  

Be pleasant until ten o`clock in the morning and th e rest of the day will take care of itself.  
-- Elbert Hubbard, writer, publisher, philosopher (1856-1915) 

A positive attitude may not solve all your problems , but it will annoy enough people to make it worth the 
effort.  
-- Herm Albright 

When people are kind, honest, or respectful only wh en there`s a payoff, ethical behavior is just an 
investment.  
-- Michael Josephson 

No man can climb out beyond the limitations of his own character.  
-- John Morley, British statesman, writer, editor (1838-1923) 

He who trims himself to suit everyone will soon whi ttle himself away.   
-- Raymond Hull, Canadian writer (1919-1985) 

Harmony seldom makes a headline.  
-- Silas Bent, writer (1882-1945) 

We visit others as a matter of social obligation. H ow long has it been since we visited ourselves?   
-- Morris Adler 

When temptations are unavoidable, remember the powe r to resist grows each time we exercise it.  
-- Michael Josephson 
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A Scout’s Shoulders 
(By Thomas L. Testerman) 

 
When Lord Baden-Powell 
First raised his howl, 
He saw his great nation 
Suffering stagnation. 
To stir England’s youth 
He brought them a truth: 
In the Nation’s past 
Were values to last. 
Skills by their fathers used 
Would provide futures they could choose. 
Do their best was all that was asked 
In completing any task. 
Serving others, honoring each, 
Was the value they would teach 
Those who followed their chosen path 
To the future from the past. 
We are the future seen by our founder; 
But his dream, we watch flounder. 
Values once taught, and held dear 
Our nations no longer cheer. 
Traditions once held dear to our hearts 
Today, in our programs, have no part, 
Abandoned with too much ease— 
Pride, power, and self-interest to appease. 
Trustworthy, loyal, and brave lose their place 
As self-serving self-interest now sets the pace. 
Our youth struggle to understand why 
Their leaders good works no longer ply. 
Our God, we are told, can no longer be sought; 
Religious tenets will no longer be taught. 
God and Nation independent must be 
Regardless the damage to you and me. 

Release from these travails is sought! 
In Lord Powell’s dream they were taught: 
Courteous, kind and duty-bound 
Societal values, thoroughly sound. 
A good turn daily, a service to man— 
If done by all—would save this land. 
Duty to country, duty to God: 
Concepts for which battlefields are trod. 
I raise my right arm to the square 
With the Scout sign, an oath I swear: 
On my honor, to do my best 
To honor Scouting no matter the test. 
To honor Lord Powell, fulfilling his dream— 
Promoting a concept, a part of his team. 
Societies hope troops, teams, and crews 
Bear to the world Lord Powell’s good news! 
Our youth are the future— 
In them place your hope. 
The burden they can carry, 
Whatever its scope. 
Provide them the truth, the values, the tools; 
Allow them to be taught at home and in schools. 
The lessons they’ll learn and their wisdom will grow, 
The greatness earned; to Lord Powell they’ll owe 
A debt that they and society can pay 
By continuing to support the Scouting way. 
What began through Lord Powell and ancient 
values to nurture 
Continues today and into the future. 
A promise, a handshake, right arm to the square— 
On a Scout’s square shoulders, the future he’ll bear. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


